Pastoral Internship
By Seminarian Ante Market

Candidates for ordination to the
priesthood are required to
complete a one year pastoral
internship in a parish under the
supervision of a pastor. | have
been appointed to the Cathedral
of Saint Peter-in-Chains by His
Excellency, the Most Reverend
Bishop Nicola De Angelis. My
pastoral internship experience
began this past May under the
supervision of Father Joseph
Moran and it will end this
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formation is quite important because it is the role of the supervising pastor, or in my case
the supervising rector, to advise the seminary as to whether or not | am a suitable
candidate for the diocesan priesthood.

As a seminarian intern, my first and foremost responsibility is to observe the pastor and
to learn from his example. | am also obliged to serve the needs of the parish in any
manner that the pastor sees fit. At the Cathedral Parish, | spend a great deal of time
visiting the schools, the hospital, nursing homes and shut-ins. It is also my responsibility
to serve as an acolyte, a lector or a server at Parish Liturgies when necessary. | also spend
a fair amount of time with sacramental preparations and celebrations, like baptism
preparations, baptism interviews, first communion and confirmation preparations,
wedding preparations, wedding interviews, wedding rehearsals, funeral preparations and
wake services. |, also, offer reflections during weekday and Sunday Liturgies, when
given permission from my Local Ordinary and my pastoral internship supervisor.

As a seminarian who is a parish intern, | am invited by the People of God to share in
some of the most important moments of their lives. In a single day, | can share in the joy
a newly married couple experiences on their wedding day and | can also share in the
sorrow a family experiences after they have lost someone dear. | can help a family
prepare for the baptism of one of their children and | can also spend time with a person as
they prepare for death. Parishioners also invite me to share a meal with them on occasion
and | am also invited to many birthday and anniversary celebrations.

| am grateful to my Bishop for allowing me to continue my seminary formation as a
pastoral intern. | am also grateful to the priests and parishioners of the Cathedral, and |
am especially grateful to my brother seminarians for their love and support. Please
continue to pray for vocations to the priesthood and | thank you in advance for your
prayers.
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